Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission

Monday, May 13, 2013

1:00pm – 3:00pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, Room 1-125, Baton Rouge, LA

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Secretary Cordelia Heaney called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm, Chair Laura Badeaux was ill and could not attend.
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Nancy Beben
Martha Bryant

Elizabeth Ratcliff Dent

Alexis Ducorbier

Pamela Egan

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Melissa Horton

Stephanie LeGrange

Michelle A. Massé 

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian
Lauren Wingo

Members Absent

Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Anne T. Causey

Rep. Simone B. Champagne

Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie

Kathleen Mix

Tiffany Simpson

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain

Introduction of Commission members were made. 

III. 
Approval of the Minutes
A quorum was established. Minutes from the April 9, 2013 Commission meeting were voted on and approved.
A motion was made to amend the agenda to next discuss the election of a new commission Vice Chair. The motion was seconded. The opening for a Vice Chair on the commission was then discussed. The position’s only standing duty is conducting meetings in the absence of the Chair; other duties are on a case-by-case and mutually agreed upon basis. There were no nominations from the floor or volunteers, so it will be on the agenda for the Commission’s next meeting.
IV. 
Presentations by Louisiana’s Established Regional Women’s Commissions

Ms. Heaney explained that the state Commission is interested in 1) learning more about how established regional women’s commissions function and are structured; 2) how the state Commission can better connect with regional women’s commissions and help them connect with one another; and 3) how the state Commission can better represent the activities, interests, and policy concerns of the regional Women’s commissions in its annual Report to the Governor.

A presentation followed from the Lafayette Commission on the Needs of Women. Past President Linda Armstrong and Secretary-Liaison Anthony James were in attendance and President Sharon Wright presented. Established in 1976, this city Mayor’s commission is not a 501C3 and receives a $3,600 annual budget. Anthony James is a staff person from city government who coordinates with their commission as part of his job duties. Their commission meets monthly, and consists of up to 20 volunteer members appointed for a 3 year term. They may be reappointed, but shall serve no more than 9 years total. Their Leadership is as follows:

· Sharon L Wright, President

· Martha Bryant, President-Elect

· Tracy Mouton, Treasurer

· Anitra Smith Senegal, Parliamentarian

· (TBD), Historian 

· Dana Phillips, Member-at-Large

· Linda Armstrong, Past President

· Anthony James, Secretary-Liaison (employee of the Lafayette Consolidated Government)

They have 5 standing committees:  Education Committee, Health Committee, Legislative/Legal Committee, Membership/Hospitality and Publicity/Public Relations.

Recent Programs: they recently submitted a Letter of Intent and Proposal to host the 2014 National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW) Annual Conference and Meeting. They were turned down but plan on applying again. They are also working on a survey project on women in the military, produce an annual Resource Directory for Women and Children, conduct various Health Committee activities, and their Legislative/Legal Committee is working on a new program design and name for their talent bank project to increase the number of women serving on boards and commissions in Lafayette Parish. Their upcoming programs include the 19th Annual Women of Excellence Awards Ceremony and Luncheon on Oct. 4 and the Stop the Violence Walk and Rally on Oct. 19, which is a new event for them. 

Issues discussed between the statewide commission and the Lafayette Commission included how the Lafayette commission maintains active participation form its membership, and how the Lafayette commission can share regional policy concerns with the state commission who can then research them on a state-wide scope, and how the state commission can help the regional commission attain statistical information they need.
Representatives from the Bossier Mayor’s Women’s Commission and the Lafourche Commission for the Needs of Women could not attend the meeting, but information on their commissions was shared.

V. Unfinished Business

1. Establishing Additional Regional Women’s Commissions 

The Commission discussed its goal of supporting the expansion of the number of regional commissions in Louisiana. Members reviewed the LA Regional Commission Handbook draft and supplied edits. 

Cordelia Heaney explained that according to Laura Badeaux it would be ideal to set up a July meeting with regional elected officials and then meet in June to plan for the establishment of a new commission in a region. Commission members Claudeidra Minor and Elizabeth Dent are interested in helping to establish a regional women’s commission in Baton Rouge, and need a point person in the area to take the lead. Pam Egan and Alexis Ducorbier are interested in establishing a regional women’s commission on the Northshore. Alexis is also willing to try to find a point person for a New Orleans women’s commission. 
2. State Commission Work Groups

At the last meeting the commission agreed to have 4 work groups with either conference call or in-person meetings to discuss research and possible recommendations before the next collective commission meeting June 17. Stephanie LeGrange suggested that having conference calls might be a violation of open meetings laws. Claudeidra Minor and Stephanie LeGrange agreed to research the issue further. If the calls are indeed not feasible, the group agreed to make its June 17 meeting time 12-4 instead of 1-3 pm; Michelle Massé offered to research food donation options.

VI. New Business

1. Announcements

2. Updates on new commission members

3. Update on Nicholls’ Natl. Women’s Leadership Summit on Small Business Entrepreneurship

Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm
